
PURGE VALVE CARE 
 

The Purge Valve was incorporated into the Swimmer's Snorkel for several reasons including ease of 
clearing water from the mouthpiece as well as an increased cardiovascular workout.  
 
The purge valve can leak if food or debris becomes lodged between the silicone skirt and the hard 
plastic retainer of the purge valve. Below are instructions for Purge Valve care and how to clean a 
purge valve. 
 
Occasionally customers complain that their Snorkel is leaking at the Swivel Ring, this is not possible. In 
this instance, check for debris in the purge valve. 

 
Remove and Clean Purge Valve: 
 

1. Remove Purge Valve from the Swimmer's Snorkel by pinching the silicone retaining tube just 
above the hard plastic purge valve (newer Snorkel's have neon green purge valves for easy 
identification). 

 When removing the purge valve notice which end is facing up and which end is facing 
down. 

2. Once Purge Valve is removed from the Snorkel, you will notice that there are 2 components that 
make up the valve: 

 The hard plastic retainer and the Silicone skirt, which allows for one-way clearing of 
water and air, and prevents water leakage into the mouthpiece. 

3. Remove the Silicone skirt form the hard retainer by gently pulling the flat, circular side of the skirt 
(non-nipple side) away from the retainer. Do not pull on the nipple, this is the wrong side. 

4. Once the silicone skirt has been removed, place it in a small amount of soap water in the palm of 
your hand and clean the surface to remove all debris. 

5. After cleaning the surface, rinse the skirt with water to remove excess soap. 
6. Re-insert the skirt back into the hard plastic gasket. 

 Be certain the skirt is locked into place by pulling the nipple all the way through the 
gasket until it notches into place. 

7. Now the purge is clean and can be re-inserted into the Snorkel. Note that the nipple of the 
Silicone skirt must be facing up to create the proper flow of water and air. 

 
Check the Snorkel for Proper Seal: 
 

Blow into the purge valve at the bottom of the Snorkel. A properly working purge valve should have 
an airtight seal and not let air into the Snorkel.  
 
If air is allowed into the Snorkel, this is a clear indication that the purge valve needs to be adjusted or 
cleaned. 

 


